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AN APPRECIATION 

Shaikh ul-IJadith, Allamah Sayyid Muhammad 
V uxuf B i non 






& * > . " 



UJU- Jlp f dljlj 5 jltaJl j ^JCJt 03 Jj luiJl 
rl d( Ji-j 



In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 
All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 
And may blessings and peace be on Sayyidina 
Muhammad, the last of the Prophets, and his family 
and companions- all of them. 



Many reliable and worthy books in Arabic on the 
*1 leiiccs of the Quran are available. They are composed by 

worthy predecessors and later day scholars. However, 

• ••ily the Ulama can benefit from them. Most of these 
books were written for the earlier people and indeed, 
•Mtislied their thirst of knowledge. 

When Sir Sayyid Al?mad Khan published his exegesis 
t.f the Quran and other writings in Delhi, he played havoc 
wnli Islamic beliefs and presented the new generation with 
imlounded ideologies, belittling Prophethood and rejecting 
Mmteles, Paradise, Hell, angels, and the devils. He 
•unvested innovative ideas and principles for interpreting 
lit*' Qur’anic facts. At that time, Allah caused Mawlana 
AImIuI Haq Haqqani Dahlavi, Deobandi to rise. He wrote 
mi excellent exegesis of the Qur’an entitled fath al-Mannan 
•lid superb Muqaddamah (introduction) al-Bayan fi 
I 'loom al-Quran. In the first volume of the exegesis, he 
•"« hided a summory of the muqaddamah. In this way, he 
lu I Idled the need of his times. 

However, keeping the present day trends in mind, a 
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fresh approach was needed to present to our new 
generation the concepts and facts of the Qur’an. The 
mischief of the orientalists had to be offset by telling our 
new generation about wafoy, descent of the Qur’an the 
various recitals and its uniqueness. If readers get an 
insight of these subjects they would be able to ward off 
doubts and misgivings created in their minds by the 
orientalists and western minded Muslims. 

Al-Hamdulillcih, this lacuna has been very ably filled by 
my respected brother, Mawlana Muhammad Taqi Usmani, 
the worthy son of Mawlana Muhammad Shafi aJIp &\ he 
wrote it down as an exhaustive MuqaddaMcih to the 
Ma ’arif-ul-Qur ’an and did a great religious service, and a 
favour to the Ummah. May Allah enhance him in 
knowledge, give him more writing power and ability and 
enable him to be of further service to religion. 

I have Seen some parts of this work thoroughly and, 
some others, at random. Praise be to Allah, I am very 
happy at it and my heart gives out a prayer. 



> iiii jv, «*? jii-j dinisSj 

J til Jij 







My Allah choose us and him for service to His religion 
purely to earn His pleasure. And may blessings of Allah 
be on Sayyidina Muhammad,the Chief to the worlds, seal 
of Prophet, and on his family, his companions and the 
scholars of the ummah— all of them! 



Muhammad Yusuf B innori 
(May Allah forgive him) 

Madrasah ‘Arabiyah Islamiyah 
Karachi. 

Thursday, 

12th Jumadiul awwal 1396AH 
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FOREWORD 

(Mufti Muhammad Shafi 

I Trough his grace and mercy, Allah favoured and 
• ■Ml.lcd me to be of service to the Qur’an by writing the 
Mn'tuif ul- Qur’an. And, it gives me pleasure to learn that 
Muslims do derive benefit from it. When the first volume 
wm-. reviewed and revised, 1 wished that a thesis should be 
"" lnilrd as an introduction to the sciences of Qur’an but 
illness coupled with weakness prevented me from 
undertaking the task and I entrusted the task to my dear 
Muhammad Taqi. He wrote down a brief introduction 
ul the subject for the Ma’arif ul Qur’an. Simultaneously, 
However, he took up writing on the subject exhaustively 
ivlin li is now before us as Uloorn ul-Qur T an( An 

iti'i'i Ditch to the Quranic Sciences) 

I his is a vast knowledge. Many volumnous books are 
" h"< ii on the subject in Arabic, and quite a number have 
In i'll published in Urdu, too. There was, nevertheless, scope 
Hu ii book that would deal with related discourses in detail 
itntl ward off the misgivings created by the orientalists and 
•uli. r.i-.. It was also necessary to bring to light the principles 
-•» in! seer (exegesis) especially because, recently, many 
i'‘..pl< have begun to compose commentaries on the Qur’an 
••on i hough they are ill-equipped for the task and do not 
IHmim-vs the requisite knowledge. These people should be 
WMiucd of the dangers of their rash undertakings which 
fulfill mislead other people. 

We thank Allah that this book has tackled the problem 
'•■mi than I had expected. And , I am confident that if it 
■ i ' .id with a quest for truth and a fair outlook, Insha 
A II. ill it will provide insight into the science of exegisis 
•••■I inuove doubts that are created in the mind by 
Mituli ailing suggestions of the orientalists and false fables 
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common among the laymen. 

The truth is that I had entrusted this task to my son 
because of my illness and weakness on the understanding that 
what a father leaves incomplete, die son completes it. But, 
when the book was before me and, aLthough I could not read 
it myself because of poor eyesight, my happiness knew no 
bounds when passages were read to me and I thank Allah 
deeply for this. If I had chosen to write on the subject when I 
was healthy, I could not have written as well as my son has 
done. There are two reasons for that. The first is that I could 
never have gone through die large number of books that son 
has consulted for the writing of the present book. Only a 
cursory glance at the numerous references to sources in die 
footnotes with their chapters and page numbers will disclose 
the amount of research he has undertaken. 

The second reason is that my lack of knowledge of 
English kept me unaware of the poison spread by the 
orientalists against the teachings of Qur’an. My son who 
is a graduate with distinction in M. A. (English) and LLB 
could detect their mischief and give a befitting answer. 

I pray to Allah from the core of my 

heart that He keep this light of my eyes safe, give him a 
long life and protect him from all mischief and "trial! May 
He enable him to serve religion with greater enthusiasm 
and grant him truthfulness, sincerity and Your pleasure! 
May He grant approval to this work and make it a means 
of salvation for him and for me and let Muslims benefit 
from it to a great extent! 



ollfsjdl aIIp oliiUji aJJI 



And Allah is the one who helps and on Him is 
reliance placed. 



Mufti Muhammad Shafi 
(may Allah forgive him) 
Dar ul-Uloom, Karachi 



1st Jumadi al-Thani 1396AH 
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INTRODUCTION 

JLSl o-illf- \j£ s ' f d-*-*’ _J Jtf' _} aJJ 

Praise belongs to Allah Who suffices. And peace be 

on His chosen slaves. 

The Quran is a blessing of Allah for all mankind. No 
amount of worldly wealth can replace it. It is that piece of 
cure which brings blessings in both the worlds through its 
recital, just looking at it, listening to it or reading over to 
others, learning it or teaching it, practicing its commands 
and propagating and diffusing its teachings in any manner 
whatever. 

A Hadith is transmitted in Sahee/j Muslim as narrated 
by Sayyidina Uqbah Ibn “A amir they were seated one 
day at Suffah when the Prophet $>t came to them and said, 
“Does any of you love that he should go every morning to 
the market of) Buthan or Aqeeq and bring two she-camels 
of the best kind without committing a sin or severing ties 
of relationship?” They said, “O Messenger of Allah, every 
one of us would like to do that. “So, he said, “If anyone 
goes to the Mosque everyday and learns two verses (of the 
Quran) or recites them then, that is better for him than two 
she-camels. And, if he learns three verses, that is better 
than three she-camels, and learning four verses is better 
than four she-camels.” 

This Hadith is just one example of the encouragement 
that the Prophet gave to his umnicih to recite the Quran 
to interpret its Message, to put it into practice and to 
diffuse its knowledge worldwide. The books of Ahadith 
are full with other Ahadith of the same Message. This is 
why the ummcih has done great service to the Qur’an and 
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its sciences and made extraordinary efforts to preserve its 

words and meanings. If we probe into these efforts, we are 
held spellbound. 

Efforts to understand and interpret the Quran are one 
thing, the urnmah has left no stone unturned to learn and 
preserve correct pronounciation and delivery of its words 
and the diactrical marks over its letters. They have 
founded a science of this subject and we do not find an 
example of that in any other language or religion of the 
world. Take the science ol Tajwe€(i alone. Whole libraries 
are found on the subject of correct reading of the Qur’an. 

In short, of the many ways in which service is 
rendered to the Quran, one is through the books on the 
sciences of the Quran. 

This is a vast knowledge and it underlines the 
principles and basis of exegesis. It tells us , how the 
Qur an was revealed to the Prophet the reality of 
waliy , the sequence of revelation, the period during which 
the whole of it was revealed, the distinction of Makkan 
and Madinan surahs, background of revelation and how it 
helps in interpreting the Qur’an, the abrogated verses of 
the Quran. Meaning of many letters and many Recital of 
Quran, its subjects, manner in which' Allah has preserved 
it, the stages which its writing and printing has gone 
through, principles and manners of exegesis, correct way 
to understand it and the errors that could mislead anyone. 

Many other similar questions are answered in the books of 
Uloom a l Qur’an. 

There are books on this subject in Arabic. They 
include^ al Burhan fi uloom il Qur’an , 4 vols. By X llamah 
Zakashi, al Itqan , 2 vols. by Allamah Suyuti. Manahil al 
Irfan , 2 vols. By Shaikh Zarqani. These books are well- 
known and reliable to this day and serve as source for 
subsequent worKs and study. There are innumerable 




All approach to the Quranic sciences 



25 



books in Urdu. too that cover this topic. The most 
i nmprehensive and distinctive is al Bayan fi uloom il 
Our 'an by Abdul Haq Hacjqani‘tip <u>i j . 

However , in different times the requirements also 
• tiller. With the influence of western thought and ideas, 
fresh question came to be raised and had to be answered. 

I lie subject had to be dealt with from a new angle. For a 
l"ng time it was felt that another book should be written 
with a fresh approach but I had not an iota of idea that I 
would have some part in it. 

This honour seemed to be written for me. The 
background of the story is that my respected father 
Mawlana Mufti Muhammad Shafi -Up i*' wrote the 

I I mIu exegesis of the Qur’an, Ma’arif ul Qur ’an which is 
published in eight volumes. We can say without the least 
hesitancy that it is an unmatched urdu Jcifseer on the 
pattern of the righteous predecessors for the modern times. 
\ml Allah granted it immense approval, when the second 

1 'In ion was about to be printed. My respected father 
* ominanded me to write down an introduction to it on the 
important points of the sciences of the Quran. 

I began to write it down in obedience to him and while 
i was writing it down the earlier wish arose in me again 
•in. I the introduction became lengthy in spite of my efforts 
i" shorten it. When the manuscript crossed two hundred 
p ii'.cs, I realized that that was too lengthy an introduction 
bu (he Tafseer , and many important points had yet not 
b. . n touched!. So, on the advice of my respected father, I 
uminarized the introduction for the Tafseer and it was 
published with that. The lengthier work became part of a 
'I in rate book by itself. However, my engagement in other 
I'l.K 1 . caused a delay in completing the book. When it was 
i diuly . I had included in it almost all the material I had in 
muni for the book. 
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While I cannot yet say it the book has everything that 
is necessary for the present times, yet 1 have hill hope in 
Allah that as far as the subject is concerned, it includes 
much of what we need to teach today. I have had to 
consult many books to collect together the answers to 
many known questions and to include fresh ones. If they 
meet the approval of the learned then it is merely a favour 
of Allah , otherwise, I have the satisfaction of at least 
having initiated an effort for other scholars to complete it. 
If it helps anyone in understanding the Quran, I will have 
received my reward in full. 

I request readers to pray that Allah grant approval to 
my humble effort and let it be an asset for me in the 
hereafter. Aameen. 

* ** * 

And only Allah is the One who enables, the 

Exalted, the Magnificent!. 

Muhammad Taqi Usmani 
Dar U1 Uloom, Karachi 



29 Jumadi al Awwel, 1396 A.H. 




CHAPTER 1 



INTRODUCTION 

THE NAME QUR’AN AND THE REASON FOR IT 

Allamah Abul Ma‘ali has listed 55 names of the 
Holy Quran. Some scholars have counted them to be more 
than 90, but the fact is that they have reached these 
numbers by considering the various attributes of the Quran 
<is its names. But actually the names of the Quran are 
limited only to five names viz. 



1 . 


AL-QURAN 


The Reading 


2. 


AL-FURQAN 


The Criterion 


3. 


AZ-ZIKR 


The Advice 


4. 


AL-KITAB 


The Book 


5. 


AT-TANZEEL 


The Revelation 



The Holy Quran itself has used these five words, as its 
pi oper names. Of these the most popular name is "Quran," 



I Abut Ma'ali (ma'ali's father/, real name was 'Azizy bin 'Abdul 
Malik and shaydhlah was the Title, was a Shafa'T scholar in the 
fifth century Hijri, died in 494. AH. 'Aallamah Zarkashy and 
Suyuti have quoted his book "Al-Burhan-fi-Mushkilatil Qur'an: at 
numerous occassions. 

*• See Al-Jtqan fi Uloom il Quran" by Allama SuyTTti, yl, p51, 
Cairo edition. /3 6 8 h - 

k See "Manhil-al-Trfan", by Zarqani, vj , p2. Printed atTsa-al-babi 
Al-Halbi 1372 AH. 

4. For Al-Furqan see Q:3:l, for Az-Zikr Q.-3:58, 14:6, f>8: etc., for 

AI-Kitab Q 2: 1 , 16:64, 89 etc. for Al-Tanzeel, Q 26:5, 56:80, 
69:69 etc. 



